-Platos work consists of many dialogues because it imitates the 
manyness, the variety, the heterogeneity of being. The many dia- 
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logues, a Cammo which mysteriously imitates the mysterious 
kosmosNYhe Platonic Easm09 imitates or reproduces its model in 
order to awaken us to the mystery of the model and to assist us in 
articulating that mystery. There are many dialogues because the 
whole consists of many parts. But the individual dialogue is not a 
chapter from an encyclopaedia of the philosophic sciences or from 
a system of philosophy, and still less a relic of a stage of Plato's 
development. Each dialogue deals with one part; it reveals the 
truth about that part. But the truth about a part is a partial truth, 
a half truth. Each dialogue, we venture to say, abstracts from some- 
thing that is most important to the subject matter of the dialogue. 
If this is so, the subject matter as presented in the dialogue is 
strictly speaking impossible. But the impossible—or a certain kind 
of the impossible—if treated as possible is in the highest sense ridic- 
ulous or, as we are in the habit of saying, comical. The core of 
every Aristophanean comedy is something impossible of the kind 
indicated. The Platonic dialogue brings to its completion what could 
be thought to have been completed by Aristophanes.— 


